STATION ROAD, UPHALL

BOARD 2 - PLANNING POLICY

Why is the development being proposed?
West Lothian Council is required to maintain a five year effective
housing land supply at all times and existing planning policy supports
new housing sites to meet an identified shortfall in supply, subject to
acceptable impact on landscape / settlement character, infrastructure,
sustainable development principles and deliverability within a five
year period.
West Lothian currently has an identified shortfall in housing supply
and the Uphall proposal can deliver a highly sustainable development
to meet requirements.

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP)
SPP states a presumption in favour of development than contributes
to sustainable development with four key planning outcomes to be
achieved; 1) creation of successful, sustainable places that support
sustainable economic growth and regeneration,2) low-carbon places,
which reduce carbon emissions and adapt to climate change, 3)
natural, resilient places which help to protect natural and cultural
assets and facilitate their sustainable use, 4) more connected places
which support better transport and digital connectivity.

Figure 4 - SESplan Spatial Strategy Map

SPP requires that local authorities maintain a five year effective
housing land supply at all times.
The Uphall proposal can deliver new homes and the proposal
comprises sustainable development in line with national policy.

South East Scotland
Strategic Development Plan (SESplan)
SESplan identifies West Lothian as a Strategic Development Area
with Uphall located on the northern edge of Livingston which is
the principal settlement to accommodate growth (see Figure 5).
SESplan sets out housing targets for West Lothian which is to
accommodate 18,010 new homes between 2009-24 (there have
been 6,123 completions between 2009-19). There is a need to
deliver as much of the residual 11,887 homes as possible by 2024.
New housing targets are to be developed through a new National
Planning Framework and Regional Spatial Strategy but this is not
expected to be in place until 2022 at the earliest.

Figure 3 - SESplan 2 Spatial Strategy

Figure 5 - SESplan Spatial Strategy - West Lothian

West Lothian Local Development Plan
(LDP)
The adopted West Lothian LDP 2018 reflects SESplan and sets out
proposed housing sites to meet targets. However, the sites allocated
for housing will not be sufficient and West Lothian is not currently
providing a five year effective housing land supply as required by
national policy. This is set out below:
• West Lothian Housing Supply Target 2009-24:				 18,010
• Housing Completions 2009-19 :									6,123
• Residual/5yr Effective Land Supply Target 2019-24: 		 11,887
• WLC 5 Year Housing Programme (HLA19):					 7,931
• Surplus/Shortfall:															-3,956
The site is currently zoned countryside but adjoins zoned business/
industry sites and both Uphall and Uphall Station (see Figure 6).
As noted above, the LDP includes a policy to allow for unallocated
sites to come forward to address the identified housing land shortfall
subject to meeting certain criteria.

Figure 6 - West Lothian LDP map extract with Proposed Site

